Prince of
Peace
Lutheran
Church

Cornerstone Columns

MAY 2022
GOD’S FAMILY
Love, Serve, Share, Teach

Dear Friends in Christ,
Here we are journeying in the season of Easter. The Gospel Word in this season primarily
comes from John with a few scattered texts from Luke. Here is a favorite passage of mine from
John. Jesus calls us friends!
“But I have called you friends.” (John 15:15)
Remember the past two years when we wanted to howl because the world was quarantined? All
of us found ways to maintain some level of connection through that time, but the cry for
connection was guttural and primal. Confinement was hard on us. Isolation was, at times, nearly
unbearable.
Now, as we find ourselves in a moment of reprieve, I’ve been thinking about friendships (and
especially in the church) a lot lately. During the pandemic, we went such a long stretch without
seeing each other, and I’m just now realizing all the ways this curtailed what might otherwise be
the natural emergence of friendship in Christian community.
I’ve talked to enough of you, or seen enough wishful posts on the social medias, to know many
of us are wishing for more connection and especially for friendship.
Friendship is an odd thing. If you pause to try and define it, you’ll see what I mean. It’s a mixture
of loving and liking and enjoying and honesty and vulnerability somehow different from work
relationships, blood and family loyalty, and definitely not the same as what Facebook means by
it, although some of my best friends are friends on Facebook.
In church as in life, I think the main way people make friends is by spending time together. You
might come to church because there is worship, or because you are working on a project
together, but you become friends because while there--- you connect.
When Jesus calls the disciples friends, as he does in the gospel of John, he does so both
because he has spent so much life with them, and then also because, as he says, “I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.” This may sound theological, and it
is, but it also illustrates an important aspect of friendship: often our deepest soul friendships are
with people we are on a mission with, or who share some of the same insights with us that
deepen our relating.
During the pandemic, as pastor I leaned heavily into crisis care and emergency response. I
focused a lot on “how can we help our neighbors?” And “how can we make sure people at
church don’t get COVID?” and “how can we stay connected through technology?” That’s useful
during a crisis.
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It’s perhaps less conducive to the strengthening of friendship bonds in community, if one is so
focused on what we are doing together that we focus less on who we are doing it with.
I have been praying a lot these days, and what I keep hearing from the Spirit, right now, is rather
simple: facilitate friendships and connections at POP. So many of us retreated into forms of
isolation during the pandemic, so we haven’t used our friendship muscles in a while. It’s like
we’re all in a new church even if it is the old church.
We have an opportunity now, made more poignant by living two years in various kinds of
isolation and distance, to really connect. I want to give my all to this.
I am aware, and it’s good to keep in mind, that the reason we struggle to make and maintain real
friendships is also because the world we live in wants us to focus on productivity, and even to
commodify our “friendships.” This is why, as much as I love social media, I’m also suspicious of
it, because the relationships you maintain on those media platforms are curated by companies
who want to make money off you and your connections.
This is why I love our faith community (church). It’s literally a way of relating outside of the
powers and principalities. In church, you don’t have to worry that someone has a smile on their
face because they’re trying to sell you something. And because worship and friendship
development in faith space don’t “accomplish” anything in the traditional sense, it means we are
participating in community that is truly playful and free.
For a long time during the pandemic, we were all asking ourselves: what will we learn from this
and do differently? I invite you to make commitments that can increase your friendships at
church. Don’t worry about volunteering for something in order to get a project accomplished
(although maybe volunteering can be an avenue for making friends). Just commit to being in the
same place with your people, and don’t just come and go to get a bit of it done, like Sunday
worship. Chill before or after. Meet people. Pause and listen.
Want to be part of a God focused church that makes a difference in the world? Make a friend
here. Make some new friends. Show up.
In Christ who calls us friends,
Pastor Nan

EASTER SEASON WORSHIP FOR 7 SUNDAYS
Contemporary liturgy – Dakota Road + Lots of ALLELUIAS!
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HYMN of the EASTER SEASON
Day of Arising – ELW 374
1 Day of arising, Christ on the roadway,
unknown companion walks with his own.
When they invite him, as fades the first day,
and bread is broken, Christ is made known.
2 When we are walking, doubtful and dreading,
blinded by sadness, slowness of heart,
yet Christ walks with us, ever awaiting
our invitation: Stay, do not part.
3 Lo, I am with you, Jesus has spoken.
This is Christ's promise, this is Christ's sign:
when the church gathers, when bread is broken,
there Christ is with us in bread and wine.
4 Christ, our companion, hope for the journey,
bread of compassion, open our eyes.
Grant us your vision, set all hearts burning
that all creation with you may rise.
Susan Cherwein wrote the lyrics for this hymn in 1996 based on Luke 24:13-35 that
focuses on the disciples’ meeting with the risen Christ while traveling the road to
Emmaus.
Three years later, Carl Schalk set the text to music using a tune called “Raabe”
composed by a couple, Nancy, and William Raabe, living in Columbus, Ohio.
The Raabes have been generous supporters of church music, especially within the ELCA,
offering monetary prizes for Excellence in Sacred Composition biennially.
The words remind us that Christ walked with the disciples he continues to walk with us
on every step of our journey throughout life and rises each day within us creating new
life! May the Light that dawned on the disciples, dawn on us every day!
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HEARTY THANK YOUS to all the Proclaimers, Singers, Helpers, Hands, Feet, and
People who shared and executed all the work of Holy Week! It was great to see and
experience how many hands make light work! YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Synod Assembly – May 14 – zoom
meeting. Our representatives are:
Janice Berg, Ed Miller, and Pastor Nan

FAITH FORMATION
Thursday morning Bible Study – May 12 and May 19
th

th

10 -11 A.M. we will be finishing up Manna and Mercy
May 26 – We begin: Consider the Women: 3 Matriarchs
th

Thursday evening Bible Study – next meeting May 12 – 7-8 pm
th

(See handouts for reading to do prior to group)
Sunday morning Bible Study – resumes May 8 – focus on the sermon text
th
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FELLOWSHIP – 1 meeting after COVID shutdown, May 1 after worship
ST

st

Come with your ideas about activities and adventures that we can share
together in community.

EUCHRE – Our communal Euchre
Games are again happening on
Wednesday evenings starting at 7
PM. Come! Bring friends! Enjoy!

SERVANT CROSS
The tags are up on the SERVANT
CROSS for May. Please help
where you can. When you are
finished with the task, purchase or
writing a check, put your tag in the
round box.

PROPERTY
Green space in front of church. Would you like to join the planning committee on designs,
planning, and helping bring a green space in front of the church? See Denny.
Lawn mowing/weed whacking help – if you can help, accomplish these tasks for the
mowing/weeding season, please see Denny.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA
RUMMAGE SALE AND BAKE SALE – this SUMMER
SALE DATES – JULY 15 AND JULY 16
TH

TH

DROP OFFS ACCEPTED ONLY ON THESE DATES:
AFTER WORSHIP ON JULY 10 + JULY 13 AND 14
TH

TH

TH

(Please do not bring/drop off anything before these dates).
Upcoming events:
Craft Show & Bake Sale – Saturday, October 15th
Christmas Dessert Tea – Saturday, December 3rd at 2 pm.

MOTHER’S DAYS AND FATHER’S DAY – Coffee time hosted by WELCA

SCRIP CARDS – TOTAL RAISED $224.
Thank you Prince of Peace Family!

FAMILY FARE GROCERY
RECEIPTS = We are still
collecting these. Can you
help?
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OUTREACH - LENT FOOD PANTRY – GIFTS – THANK YOU!
DONATED TO THE OGEMAW CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY
Food Items – 105

Cleaning Products – 22

Personal Care Products - 32

Many/various travel size personal care items
PASTOR VACATION – April 28, Thursday through May 7.
Emergencies covered by: Rev. Emily Olsen, ph # 201-961-2828
PLEASE TURN IN ARTICLES FOR THE JUNE NEWSLETTER to Marva, our secretary
by May 18th.
EVANGELISM
The Easter Egg Hunt has come and gone. It was a success, but I forgot to count
and take pictures. All I can say is the Fellowship was full of children and their parents.
Some faces I knew some were new. I just wanted to take this moment to thank all that
filled eggs, donated candy to fill eggs, made treats for children and parents after the hunt.
Those who filled: Jack McGregor, Sue Ziemer, Jan Thorson, Marian Krasa, Sandy Buck,
Shanda Berdan, Ammie/Max/Tyler Webb, Dave/Robin Shipe, Carol Lockhart, Karen
Munce & Karen Deyarmond. Those that help set up: Karen Munce who put the signs by
the road that were made by Robin & Dave Shipe (another thank you), Karen Deyarmond
and Pat Edwards for helping put up markers and get the eggs out.
An extra thank you to Pat who warmed us up by getting soup from Rose City Café.
Heather Haines for getting eggs, helping me know how to organize it and helping take
things down afterwards. I don’t have the names for all the goodies supplied for snacks
after, but we had much to share with children and families. Looking forward to next year
and thinking of ways to improve and make connections to Christ as well. If anyone is
interested in helping or has ideas, please share. In closing, as all can see it takes many
people to do an activity like this and enough thanks cannot be said. I appreciate each one
who gave a hand or even just held the Easter Egg in their prayers. We are truly a blessed
community of believers.
Sincere thanks, Janice Berg
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SERVING GOD'S PEOPLE
MAY 2022
May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

-------

-------

-------

-------

-------

Ushers

Sandy Buck
Jack McGregor

Bill & Rustie
Langendorfer

Denny
Turow

Janice
Berg

Roger
Wenzel

Lector

Ken
Hoegeman

Ron
Quackenbush

Julie
Hoegeman

Marilyn
Mueller

Sue
Ziemer

Acolyte

Cinda
Cooley

Ken
Johnson

Max
Webb

Denny
Turow

Janice
Berg

No Communion

Rustie
Langendorfer

Ammie
Webb

Bill
Langendorfer

Cinda
Cooley

Greeters

Communion
Assistant
Coffee
Host/Hostess
Altar Guild

Janice Berg, Sandy Buck

Offering
Tellers
If you are unable to serve the day you are scheduled, please find someone to replace you. If you find a
replacement,
please change the schedule posted in the Fellowship Hall. If you cannot find a replacement, please call Janice
Berg at 701-0084.
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May
2 Alexis Berdan
4 Geoff Williams
5 Krista Bonus
6 Jan Thorson
9 Ed Miller
11 Sandi Miller
11 Pastor Nan Dehnke
16 Dale Boik
21 Irene Kreiner
22 Harvey Bartal
23 Dave Thorson
27 Tom Benjamin
30 Raina Bonus
31 Dave Shipe
31 Avis Colton

May
30 Richard & Phyllis Downing
June
1 Bill & Rustie Langendorfer
2 Wayne & Kim Bostick
6 Roger & Carole Hickman
12 Fred & Cathy Oberdick
12 Ron & Rose Quackenbush
15 Dave & Sandy Scheel
17 Dale & Phil Boik

June
6 Rose Quackenbush
6 George Baumann
8 Les Quigley
11 Dick Downing
16 Jake Bonus
19 Jacob Thompson
20 Tyler Webb
24 Kim Bostick
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MAY 2022
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

Fellowship
Meeting
After
church
8

4

THURSDAY
5

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6

7

13

14

Euchre 7 pm

Pastor on vacation

9

Mothers’
Day

15

WEDNESDAY

16

10

11

12 Bible
Study 10:00
am & 7 pm

Council
7 pm

Euchre 7 pm

17

18

Michigan
Synod
Assembly

Mutual
Mission
Ministry
6 – 7 pm
19

20

21

Bible Study
10:00 am
& 7 pm
Euchre 7 pm

22

23

24

25
Euchre 7 pm

29

30
Memorial
Day

WELCA
11 am
26
Bible Study
10:00 am
& 7 pm

27

31

SERVANT CROSS MONTH

28

9 am Adult
Sunday
School
10 am
Worship
Service
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