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JANUARY NEWSLETTER 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
 

Rose City, Michigan 
 

John 1:1-18 J.B. Phillips New Testament – best translation from Greek to English3333 

1 1-5 At the beginning God expressed himself. That personal expression, that word, was with God, 
and was God, and he existed with God from the beginning. All creation took place through him, 
and none took place without him. In him appeared life and this life was the light of mankind. The 
light still shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out. 

6-8 A man called John was sent by God as a witness to the light, so that any man who heard his 
testimony might believe in the light. This man was not himself the light: he was sent simply as a 
personal witness to that light. 

9-13 That was the true light which shines upon every man as he comes into the world. He came 
into the world—the world he had created—and the world failed to recognize him. He came into 
his own creation, and his own people would not accept him. Yet wherever men did accept him he 
gave them the power to become sons of God. These were the men who truly believed in him, and 
their birth depended not on the course of nature nor on any impulse or plan of man, but on God. 

14-18 So the word of God became a human being and lived among us. We saw his splendor (the 
splendor as of a father’s only son), full of grace and truth. And it was about him that John stood 
up and testified, exclaiming: ―Here is the one I was speaking about when I said that although he 
would come after me he would always be in front of me; for he existed before I was born!‖ 
Indeed, every one of us has shared in his riches—there is a grace in our lives because of his 
grace. For while the Law was given by Moses, love and truth came through Jesus Christ. It is 
true that no one has ever seen God at any time. Yet the divine and only Son, who lives in the 
closest intimacy with the Father, has made him known. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
“This was not the Christmas we planned. There was supposed to be room in the inn. There was 
supposed to be a plan for tomorrow. Things were supposed to be normal by now. This nonsense was 
supposed to be over. 
 
As the disciples on the way to Emmaus after the resurrection said, “We had hoped….” Indeed, we had 
hoped. 
 
And yet, here we are, looking 2022 square in the face—another year whose story will likely still be 
shaped by the virus-that-shall-not-be-named. 
 
On this day, I’m not feeling nostalgic about 2021, and please don’t talk to me about new year’s 
resolutions. Don’t start with me. I have the planning capacity of about 30 minutes at this point.  
 
But there is this… 
 
A long time ago, the pastor who taught me how to give pastoral care ministry told me it was a good idea 
to begin each day with prayer. Ever since then, I have prayed as my first act when waking. It feels like 
breathing to me. It’s mostly automatic. I do it, even when I don’t feel like it. I do it, even though 
sometimes it feels like just so many words, and I wonder if it means anything. 
 
But Scripture says “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” 
 
Words do mean something. They mean something as I start my day. They help me to see the world as 
the miracle it is. They help me to see my life as the miracle it is. They help me to see the image of God 
in each person I meet—those humans are who miracles in their own right, even when they don’t look or 
act like miracles to me. 
 
That’s about all I’ve got as I look toward the next year: I have about 30 minutes of forward planning 
ability, a few words of prayer, and the crazy radical unshakeable belief that God is surrounding us even 
now, embracing us with love and kicking our collective pants into the new year to continue building the 
kingdom of justice, peace, and equity for all humans.” (Written in collaboration with several clergy 
colleagues on a phone confab).  
Hello 2022. Let’s do this. 
 
Pastor Nan 

 
BIBLE STUDY –  cont inues on –  THURSDAYS 10 A.M. 
                                                        SUNDAYS       9  A.M.     
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January - Hymn of the Month  
Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299)  

The origins of both the text and tune of this Catalonian carol are unknown. It metaphorically 
connects Christ’s coming at Christmas and rising at Easter using delightful images of nature. The 
text was translated into English by Howard Hawhee in 1953 and remains faithful to the original.  
 

1 Cold December flies away  
at the rose-red splendor.  
April's crowning glory breaks  
while the whole world wonders  
at the holy unseen pow'r  
of the tree which bears the flow'r.  
On the blessed tree  
blooms the reddest flow'r.  
On the tree blooms the rose  
here in love's own garden,  
full and strong in glory.  
2 In the hopeless time of sin  

shadows deep had fallen.  
All the world lay under death.  
Eyes were closed in sleeping.  
But, when all seemed lost in night,  
came the sun whose golden light  
brings unending joy,  
brings the endless joy  
of our hope, highest hope,  
of our hope's bright dawning,  
Son belov'd of heaven.  
3 Now the bud has come to bloom,  

and the world awakens.  
In the lily's purest flow'r  
dwells a wondrous fragrance.  
And it spreads to all the earth                                   
from the moment of its birth;  
and its beauty lives.  
In the flow'r it lives,  
in the flow'r, and it spreads  
in its heav'nly brightness  
sweet perfume delightful.  
 
 
 

The hymn was first published in the 
Lutheran Book of Worship in 1978. The 
tune matches the text’s wonderful 
imagery and repetition.  
Hawhee grew up in northern Iowa and 
developed a love for Romance 
languages which led him to complete 
the task of translating this hymn in his 
senior year at Luther College. After 
living in South America and on the 
Iberian Peninsula, he now is a 
computer programmer in Austin, Texas.  
We will enjoy using this lively hymn as 

a transition from Christmas into the 

Epiphany season! 
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SERVING GOD'S PEOPLE 

January 2022 

 

 January 2 January 9 January 16 January 23 January 30 

 
  

    

Ushers Roger Wenzel Sandy Buck Denny Turow Cinda Cooley Les & Rose Quigley 

Lector Jan Thorson Janice Berg Sue Ziemer Pat Edwards Ken Johnson 

Acolyte Denny Turow Jack McGregor Ammie Webb Roger Wenzel Max Webb 

Offering  
  Tellers      

    If you are unable to serve the day you are scheduled, please find someone to replace you.  If you find a 
replacement,  

please change the schedule posted in the Fellowship Hall.  If you cannot find a replacement, please call Janice 
Berg at 701-0084.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

Prince of Peace Congregation for 

the Wonderful Christmas gifts! 

Your generosity is such a blessing! 

Peace, 

Carol, Marva, Mary, and Pastor Nan 
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The Lutheran guide, “Altar Guild Handbook” (S. Anita Stauffer, Fortress Press) 
states that “because flowers are used for their symbolism of life, joy, and human 
frailty, artificial flowers have no purpose and no place in the worship space.” 
(Artificial flowers are not “alive”, nor do they wilt.) Flowers remind us of the joys and the shortness of our 
lives in our human suits---we are frail and we wilt. 
 
 
WHY DO WE HAVE AN EVERLASTING CANDLE HANGING FROM THE CEILING IN THE ALTAR 
AREA? 

“You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a 
lamp may regularly be set up to burn. In the tent of meeting, outside the veil that is before the testimony, 
Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening to morning before the Lord. It shall be a statute forever to 
be observed throughout their generations by the people of Israel." Exodus 27:20-21 

Light in worship has always had meaning for God’s people. The sanctuary lights are lit whenever God’s 
people gather. Light in worship has always had meaning for the faithful. From Old Testament times 
when God commanded that a lamp be regularly set up to burn, then on into the early church. Our 
sanctuary at night glows with the warmth of the “eternal light,” a candle, also called a chancel lamp that 
is burned regularly in many churches. No matter the darkness of the sanctuary it still shines on and on 
until we gather again beneath its flickering light. 

In worship, candle light not only brings warmth and beauty to our gathering but, this candle that is never 
extinguished, represents prayer and the presence of Jesus among us. Peter describes our lives of faith 
as being called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. This is a daily event that God does in all our 
lives of faith. 

So, as we gather to celebrate the light of Christ, we receive God’s Word, which is a lamp unto our feet 
and light to our path. No matter the darkness of this world or the darkness of our own lives God’s light of 
salvation still shines for us, burning ever so brightly until the day we finally rest in God’s eternal light to 
come! 

Epiphany is the next High Holy Festival Day of the church year on January 6th. We will celebrate it on 
January 9th, the closest Sunday. This season is grounded in the story of the wise men following the star 
to find Jesus. A light, a star, guides them to the “appearance” or “manifestation” of Jesus. We share the 
light of Christ with one another to show the world who Jesus is in our lives. 

    

WHY DO WE HAVE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR?  
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To participate in worship in another way, beginning January 9th, you are welcome to gift our 
congregation with a 7-day everlasting candle in memory or in honor of someone you love. A $5.00 
donation for each one is requested. The signup for flowers and for this candle is located in the hallway 
by the secretary’s office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Moravian star that appeared in our church sanctuary this Christmas was a gift from Pastor Nan. 
Due to the lack of electrical outlets, we needed to plan a way for it to hang, be lit for Christmas, and 
remain lit through the season of Epiphany.  

The Moravian star originated in Saxony, Germany in the 1830s. The stars were used as craft projects to 
help demonstrate geometry lessons to young boys attending Moravian school. The stars were quickly 
adopted by the Moravian Church as a symbol of the birth of Jesus and represented the star of 
Bethlehem. Many churches throughout the world have added these stars into their 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany decorations. Moravian stars range from 6 points to over 100, but the 
traditional Moravian star has 26 points. The original creation was made in white.   

Christmas 

UN-DECORATING 

After worship on  

JANUARY 9TH 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

        AN INVITATION FOR YOU to 

           Remember or Honor Someone  

                   You Love 

MORAVIAN STAR 
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Jesus says I am hungry…..and we shared what  

food and support that we could. 

Jesus says I am a child or a teen…..and it is very cold…and we shared hats and mittens. 

THESE ACTIONS ARE “LOVE” VERBS!      PRAISE GOD! 

 

 

Please complete an 

EMERGENCY CONTACT  

FORM for church. Blank 

ones are located by the 

worship bulletins. 

MISSION OUTREACH 

MITTENS & HATS 

FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS 

+ FOOD/GROCERY 

CARDS FOR 5 

FAMILIES 

THE SERVANT CROSS WILL BE 

OUT IN FEBRUARY….IF YOU 

HAVE IDEAS, SHARE THEM 

WITH A COUNCIL MEMBER OR 

PASTOR NAN 
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Pr ince of  Peace Lut heran Church Mission 
Plan f or  2022  

 

GOAL 

 

RESPONSIBLE COMMITTEE 

 

TARGET DATE 

 

1. Entry to Church 

 

Property—Ad Hoc Committee 

Finance 

 

Committee is formed 

will present in 

March2020/2021 

 

2. Youth (Camp-inside from church/outside 

from community. Check what synod 

opportunities are available, Diving in, Messy 

Church, Date Night, Movie Night. Parents 

date—kids here. Christmas—bring kids here and 

you go shopping. Church is a safe place) Not a 

list to do, ideas. 

 

 

 

Evangelism/Christian 

Education/Finance/Community 

Ministry 

 

 

 

October 2022 

Annual Report of 

Activities done 

 

3. Partnering with other churches for different 

activities (chili/pie cook off, game night & treat, 

workship—worship/work project, can goods 

match up, Coalition of Hope) 

 

Community Ministry, Fellowship, 

Worship & Music 

 

October 2022 

Annual Report of 

Activities done 

 

4. Outdoor Activity (Church Grounds)—

Community events—music in the park, festivals, 

famers market, Trunk or Treat, Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Evangelism/Fellowship/Community 

Ministry/Worship & Music 

 

October 2022 

Annual report of 

activities done 

 

5. Learning about and writing a narrative budget 

 

All committees, vice president, Pastor 

 

July 2022 

We are God’s hands, feet, and voices! 
 

 
 

   
 

AND VOICES! 
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January 
1   Tom Minto 

  3   Janice Berg 
  3   Carmen Marks 
  6   Herman Blehm 
  7   Bryce Berdan 
  7   Rhonda Copeland 
  9   Sue Discher 
11   Betty Green 
19   Don Mueller 
24   Lee Schlagel 
25   Marilyn Mueller 
31   Darlene Fulkerth 
 
February 
  4  Roger Wenzel 
10  Cathy Curtis 
11  Carol Blehm 
 
 
 

 

January 
20   Tim & Cinda Cooley 
29   Jack & Rhea McGregor 

 
February 
12  Bill & Cathy Curtis 
20  Les & Rose Quigley 
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JANUARY 2022      
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

9 am Adult 

Sunday 

School 
 

10 am 

Worship 

Service 

     1 

2 3 

 

4 5 6 

 

Bible Study 10 

am 

 

7 8 

9 

EPIPHANY 

CELEBRATION 

10 11 

Council 7 p.m. 

12 

 

13 

Bible Study 10 

am 

 

14 

Newsletter 

items to 

secretary 

15 

16 

 

17 18 19 

 

20 

Bible Study 10 

am 

 

21 22 

23 

 

 

 

24 25 26 27 

Bible Study 10 

am 

 

28 29 

 

 

 
 

 30 

 

 

 

 

31 

 


